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PEARS Annual General Meeting
to be held at the Scout Hall, Fordyce Rd., Walmer

at 14H00 on Saturday the 16th May.

See you there!!!!!!

WRINKLY RAVERS
The next regular monthly lunchtime meeting of the Wrinklies will
take place on Thursday the 4th June. You will only be excused if
you have a "more" important appointment, or you do not have
any wrinkles. Come join the folks at Marilyn's Coffee Shop in
Walmer for some tremendous company and fun, whether you
have wrinkles or not.  --------  SSSSEEEEEEEE YYYYOOOOUUUU TTTTHHHHEEEERRRREEEE!!!!!!!!!!!!

Dear fellow Radio Amateurs and

PEARS members, 

Things are happening in PEARS…Are

you part of it?

Once again I would like to take this

opportunity of thanking all of you for

your support and friendship during the

passed year.

I would also like to thank my commit-

tee for their efforts during the past 12

months. I look forward to the next

year and the activities which promise to keep us busy. Please attend the AGM

that is happening on 16 May and I would like to wish all those writing the RAE

on 20 May the very best of luck.

Amateur radio is the only fail safe communication in the world…and that’s the

way it is!

73

Donovan

Chairman PEARS

ZS2DL
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Hamnet / ECARES News

Overpopulation is a subject on its own and needs to be dealt
with worldwide. I understand that China is dealing with this
problem by limiting the size of families. Let us hope that the
rest of the world will follow suite. The authorities urge the man
in the street to conserve energy, by using energy saving light
bulbs, installing switches in our geysers, etc., but should they
not be setting the example? Ride around town at night and you
will see large office blocks with all the office lights burning, and
I bet there will be few, if any, people in the offices. Is it
necessary  to have street lights burning all night? These are
but two examples. Radio amateurs have been in the forefront
with development over the years. Perhaps conservation of
energy is another opportunity for them to show the way. We
need to swop ideas on how to conserve energy. Here are
some to start with - Plan your activities to minimize vehicle
usage. Make use of lift clubs where possible - Use smaller
vehicles. The appliance in the home that uses the most elec-
tricity is most likely the geyser. Do not set the temperature any
higher than necessary or use hot water unnecessarily. Place
an insulating jacket round the geyser. Use solar water heating.
Minimize the use of heaters. Dress warmly.

After all, it is only you who needs to keep warm, not the whole
room or a whole house. do not have lights burning
unnecessarily. 

I am waiting for further ideas to come streaming in.

73,

AL, ZS2U 

Front Cover Picture - The Horse Memorial
The Horse Memorial erected and unveiled during 1905 in Port Elizabeth
commemorates the horses that suffered and died during the Anglo-boer
War (1899-1902). It consists of life-sized bronze figures of a horse about to
quench its thirst from a bucket held by a kneeling soldier and stands on the
corner of Russell Road and Rink Street.
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Held at the Italian Sports Club on 21 April 2009 at 20h00

Welcome
Chairman ZS2DL welcomed all present, especially 

Attendance and Apologies.
As per the attendance register.  Also apologies from ZS2ECH, ZS2RL

Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting.
Proposed: ZS2H    Seconded: ZSE.

Correspondence
Fax to ICASA as regards the Uitenhage Repeater interference

Matters arising
Nil.

Finance
The treasurer Clive ZS2RT reported on the society’s finances.  All is well.  

General

1. New venue, size was an issue, but all fitted comfortably.  The
larger hall was intended to be used, but can be evaluated later.
Acoustics were good.

2. Search and rescue presentation after the meeting

3. Slipper refurbishment is underway, ZS2AAW gave the meeting a
progress report.

4. The SARL AGM is happening this weekend in Cape Town.  Proxy
forms are available for members to sign and leave with ZS2DL,
who is attending.  Discussion ensued re the three motions up for
debate.

5. Supper evening to happen on the 6th June at the Clarendon School
Sports Pavilion.  Tickets to go on sale for R30 per head, available
at the AGM, and at HRO.

6. Volkswagen Rally is on the 10-11 July.  Monthly meeting to happen
early in July on the 7th, for final documentation.

7. QSX information to Ashley again from now onwards. Thanks to
Eric for standing in for him

8. PEARS AGM – ZS2DL reminded the meeting to consider who they
would like to elect as office bearers.  

9. EC400 lucky draw:  1st name = ZS2GV for R300, 2nd name ZS2Q
for R200, 3rd name ZS2E for R100.

10. ZS2H – IRLP and WiFi, he will discuss some issues with the
committee.

Meeting closed at 20h44, followed by refreshments and then a talk by Rob,
ZS2ROB.

MINUTES OF P.E. AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING
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Minutes of PEARS AGM
held on 7 June 2008 @ 1400 Scout Hall, Fordyce Rd., Walmer

Welcome.

The Chairman Donovan ZS2DL welcomed members and visitors.

Attendance.

30 Members as per the register. The Chairman asked everybody to please

ensure that they had signed the register.

Acceptance of minutes of 2007 AGM.

Proposed: Theunis ZS2EC Seconded: Ashley ZS2AG. Accepted

unanimously.

Matters arising.

Nil.

Chairman’s report.

The Chairman presented his report, and it was accepted unanimously after

being proposed by Serge ZR2SJE and seconded by Lionel ZS2DD.

Treasurer’s report.

The Treasurer Clive ZS2RT handed out copies of the year’s financial

statement, and explained a few minor points.

Acceptance proposed by Graham ZR2GIB, seconded by Bill ZS2ABZ.

Accepted unanimously.

Motions.

There were no motions for consideration. The Chairman reminded mem-
bers that in terms of the constitution any motions for consideration had to

be submitted to the Secretary not later than the ordinary meeting immedi-
ately

preceding the AGM.

General.

1. Beavan ZS2RL reminded members of the forthcoming VW rally (11/12

July), and asked those who were able to assist to please fill in their details

on the forms provided.

2. The Scarr family and others had suggested a social/dinner evening

once every 3 months, and they would be prepared to attend to the catering.

The meeting supported the idea. It was suggested that the first function

would be a “winter solstice” curry & rice evening.

3. Paul ZS2PG asked if there were any more candidates for the forthcom-
ing

class-A RAE, because there was not much time left before registration
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closed.

4. Garth ZS2HB asked what had happened to the suggestion of having

caravanning weekends. Chris ZS2AAW suggested that perhaps it would

be possible to arrange something to coincide with the lighthouse weekend.

Awards.

The awards manager, Barry ZS2EZ, took the floor and made the point that

although there were not as many awards as in previous years, this only

served to make them more meaningful. He also thanked Garth ZS2HB for

the excellent graphics of the various certificates, and then made the

following presentations -

Trophies

1 ZS2OB DX Trophy: Tiaan de Jager, ZS2Y.

2 ZS2AB Constructor’s Trophy: Basie du Plessis, ZR2BA.

3 Ham Spirit Trophy: Glen Cummings, ZS2GV.

4 Merit Cup: Donovan, ZS2DL.

5 VHF Trophy: André, ZS2ACP. (collected by Basie ZR2BA on his

behalf).

6 PEARS Amateur Radio Operator of the Year: André, ZS2ACP

(collected by Basie).

Appreciation Certificates:

1 Willie ZU2W, for arranging the venues for meetings and other

‘fringe benefits’.

2 Ashley ZS2AG, for his hard work in producing QSX.

3 Mitch ZS2DK and XYL Collette, for seeing to the mailing of QSX

every month.

4 Ewald ZS2EHB, for reading the Afrikaans SARL bulletin every

Sunday morning.

5 Rory ZS2BL, for reading the English SARL bulletin so competently

every Sunday.

Presentation to honorary auditor.

Donovan thanked Gus ZS2MC for auditing the club’s books, and

presented him with a small token of appreciation.

Election of committee.

With the exception of Anthony ZS2BA, all the committee members

were available for re-election.

The outgoing Chairman (Donovan ZS2DL) vacated the chair, and
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Beavan ZS2RL acted as temporary chairman to preside over the

election of chairman. However, Basie ZR2BA proposed that the

committee be re-elected en bloc. This was seconded by Chris

ZS2AAW . The members agreed to this unanimously, and Donovan

resumed the chair.

Basie ZR2BA indicated that he would be prepared to fill the gap left by

Anthony ZS2BA, and was duly co-opted on to the committee.

The committee for 2008/09 is therefore –

Chairman: Donovan ZS2DL

Members: Chris ZS2AAW, Beavan ZS2RL, Clive ZS2RT, Eric

ZS2ECH, Glen ZS2GV, Barry ZS2EZ, Bill ZS2ABZ, Basie ZR2BA.

Portfolios to be confirmed at the first committee meeting.

In conclusion.

In closing the meeting, the Chairman asked members to please support

club events as a unified body, instead of there being a number

separate groups all participating in the same event.

The meeting closed at 1500.

Due to the rain and cold, the traditional braai did not take place.

Hurricane Katrina - A Volunteers Story
by Craig Dieckman, KC9HWK, Volunteer Lead, Response Technology, American Red Cross of Greater Chicago

My partner on the Emergency Communications Response Vehicle (ECRV), Richard
McMahon, KB9TOR, and I were deployed to the Red Cross forward headquarters
in Montgomery, Alabama, while Hurricane Katrina made its devastating landfall
along the Gulf coast.  Then we received our instructions. We were to take a case of
self-heating meals and a case of water from the supply area and head to Gulfport,
Mississippi.  A few hours later, as we got close to our destination, we checked our
ARRL repeater directory to determine which amateur radio frequencies were
usually used in that community.  Here are two guys from Chicago driving in an
unfamiliar area with no electricity, no telephone service, no cellular service, and not
even being able to rely on local landmarks for guidance because Katrina had
leveled them just a few hours earlier. Bob Jackson, KC5OAE, answered our call on
the radio and provided turn-by-turn guidance to the building from which the Red
Cross was operating.  Bob was able to do this because, as a licensed amateur
radio operator, also known as a "ham radio operator", using only his own radio
equipment, an antenna on his truck and the truck's battery, he was able to talk with
other operators across the southern part of Mississippi. To explain, our ECRV is
one of nine identical Ford Excursions which is equipped with a satellite dish, 52'
mast, satellite television, more than a dozen different types of radios, notebook
computers, a communications inter-operability system, antennas capable of world-
wide communications, and an 8000 watt generator powered by the truck's diesel
engine.

The site to which we were assigned was to be a bulk-distribution site where large
truckloads of food and supplies were being unloaded and reloaded into smaller Red
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Cross Emergency Response Vehicles (ERV's), which then delivered the food and
supplies to people in the heart of the affected area. Like any organization, this site
needed telephone and email capability to order supplies and manage the operation.
As our ECRV approached the building under Bob's guidance via ham radio, the
Red Cross personnel waved us in and already had a parking place cleared next to
the building so we could run our cables directly into the facility.  There were still
puddles in the parking lot and boards on the windows. As my ECRV partner began
to establish satellite communications with Red Cross national headquarters and
raised the satellite television dish, I ran data and coax cables into the facility
through a side door. I also set up wireless networking equipment, unpacked a few
notebook computers, distributed voice-over-IP telephones, and located a television.
We ran extension cords from the ECRV to power our networking equipment, and
within about an hour of arriving, a few dozen Red Cross personnel were able to
make phone calls, begin sending and receiving email for supplies and logistics, and
were able to see for the first time on network television the hurricane which had
passed through their community. By the way, while we were setting up the high-
tech equipment, Bob kept providing essential communications from his radio and
his pick up truck. But that was only the beginning.

With essential communications in place for the Red Cross operation, it was time to
plan for communications with the rest of the affected area. And that meant using
amateur radio. For the rest of week that I was in Gulfport, Richard and I used a
combination of handheld and mobile ham radios to stay in contact with the
Emergency Operations Centers (EOC) in Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson counties.
Amateur radio operators took turns working virtually around-the-clock for weeks
passing emergency and logistical radio traffic between EOC's, local agencies, and
our operation. Because ham radio was being used so extensively for
communications, it would sometimes take fifteen minutes or more for a break in
traffic so we could transmit a message requesting supplies or assistance.  When
the air waves would go silent, it was usually followed a few minutes later by an
explanation that there had been a problem with a generator or other piece of
equipment, and that a ham had found a few spare parts from his or her tool box,
fixed the problem, and restored radio service.

Messages of all types were passed. The space from which the Red Cross was
operating was generously made available to us by the regional EMS provider. After
a day or two I realized that a ham radio operator was receiving EMS calls for help
via ham radio and passing the messages across the aisle to a dispatcher. With the
Red Cross operation stable, having worked in the fire service for a few years, and
being a licensed ham, I asked him if he'd like some relief. He introduced me to the
dispatchers and then walked away to get some much needed and deserved rest.
This rotation continued for the rest of the week. Richard, the fellow in the dispatch
area, and I helped cover each other's radio traffic when one of us stepped away for
a break. In fact, there was so much ham radio traffic that my crew mate and I took
turns listening to the radio so we wouldn't miss important messages. Once, an
EOC, knowing that we could make telephone calls via our satellite connection,
called via radio and asked us to locate an important person from a local commercial
facility that was vital to the region. At other times we passed radio traffic regarding
missing persons, requests for ambulances and police assistance, and called for
more supplies.

Additional ham radio operators began to arrive a few days into the operation.
These folks arrived prepared to be self-sufficient  with food, water, tents,
generators, fuel, and lots of radios. They were ready to provide emergency
communications where needed.  One evening when it was no longer possible to
bring diesel fuel to our ECRV, we had to shutdown and go get it from a local facility
that was open to emergency vehicles only. Of course, once we shutdown the
ECRV, the Red Cross operation had no communications. Our new ham radio
friends who had just arrived stayed and maintained radio contact with the ECRV

Continued from Page 7  
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on your birthdays

May

16 Lynne Thomas 

17 Clayton Topkin ZS2CLA

19 Johannes Pieterse, ZR2JLP 

20 Marjorie Forsyth, XYL of Dudley

ZS2AW

20 Otto van Rooyen ZS2Q

22 Francois Anker ZR2NM

22 Saney Martin ZR1S

22 Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ

22 Erich Rohwer ZS1XZ

31 Shirley Carr, XYL of Stoffel ZS2C

31 Joe Jasson ZS2JLJ

June 
02 Vanessa Cummings, XYL of Glen

ZS2GV

03 Tim Joubert ZS2X

05 June Jones ZS2JJ

06 Linton Rohl ZS2ICE

09 Marge Arnott XYL of Claud

ZS2AZT

09 Gus Winter ZS2MC

10 Ken Victor ZS2OC

11 Maureen Fulton, XYL of Neil

ZS2MG

13 James Hoole, ZS2ABM

16 Ian Moore ZS2IJ

on your anniversaries

May
23 Rouhe and Henry Danielson

ZS2HD

25 Merle ZR2MPand Neil Thomas
ZR2NT

June
10 Gwen and Dennis Hibberd

20 Bernice and Bryan Marshall
ZS1NQ

CONGRATULATIONS . . .

Continued from Page 8

while it left for a couple of hours. As
days and weeks passed, operators
were in service at shelters, field
kitchens, other bulk distribution sites,
and wherever needed.

I deployed again about three weeks
later for Hurricane Rita, this time with an
ECRV in Jasper, Texas, supporting
communications, computers, and other
types of response technology for a field
kitchen operated by a partnership be-
tween the American Red Cross and the
Southern Baptist Convention.  Once
again, ham radio operators were there
to support the operation. They worked
around-the-clock using their own
equipment, tents, and campers.

I earned my amateur radio license less
than two months before being deployed
for Hurricane Katrina.  I am humbled by
the selfless service demonstrated by
the amateur radio operators I met in
Gulfport, southern Mississippi, and
Alabama.  Although I know most of
these people only by their call-signs, I
feel as if they are my friends.

Craig Dieckman, KC9HWK,
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Sunday Bulletins
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on

Sundays immediately after the SARL

English transmission, i.e. at about

08:45 on 7098 kHz as well as the 2

metre linked network that provides

from Butterworth to George and up to

the Free State and their environs.

PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz transceive

facilities are also remotely linked as

needed. In addition, the SARL's 40m

operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz or

Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely

patched to the 2m network in receive

only mode or with full transceive ca-

pability for interactive events.

Bulletin Roster

24th May Eric ZS2ECH

31st May Bill ZS2ABZ

7th Jun Glen ZS2GV

14th Jun Donovan ZS2DL

21st Jun Chris ZS2AAW

Advertise your swops in this

space. 

Contact Ashley ZS2AG by

email

ashleygoosen@yahoo.com
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Your Societies Committee for 2008
Chairman Donovan van    

Loggerenberg ZS2DL 082-8524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za

Vice Chair,  Repeaters & 

Technical Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 cvscarr@intekom.co.za

Secretary, Rallies Admin Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL 041-3688810 bgwilt@iburst.co.za

Treasurer Clive Fife ZS2RT 041-3673203 cfife@absamail.co.za

Social and Technical Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082-4112743 glen_vaness@telkomsa.net

Marketing & PR. Basie Du Plessis ZR2BA  

Catering at Meetings Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041-5812580 hodges@absamail.co.za

Youth Development,

Liaison between PEARS

& Mountain Club Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 041-3681505 eric.hosten@nmmu.ac.za

Website, Awards &

Guest Speakers Barry Murrell ZS2EZ 041-5813561 zs2ez@zs2ez.co.za

Co-opted sub-committees

RAE Classes Admin. Donovan ZS2DL 082-8524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za

Class A (ZR) Training Paul Galpin ZS2PG 041-3721779 galpinp@absamail.co.za

Class B (ZU) Training Donovan ZS2DL 082-8524885 za2dl@hamradio.co.za

Assessors Rory Norton ZS2BL, Chris Scarr ZS2AAW, Donovan ZS2DL, Bill ZS2ABZ

Contests Barry ZS2EZ, Al ZS2U

QSX

Editor Ashley ZS2AG 082-3726696 Fax 0865416386

Mailing Mitch ZS2DK 083-7153375

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services
REPEATERS

Town VHF # 145,050/650   Town UHF # 431,050/438,650   Uitenhage # 145,075/675
# - These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area

Cockscomb 145,000/600    Lady's Slipper *145,100/700    Colesberg *431,075/438,675
Noupoort *431,150/438,750    Cradock *145,050/650 

* These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, also linked to which are East
London 145,775 MHz, George 145,700, Danabaai 145,600, Stilbaai 145,750, Butterworth
145,725, King Williams Town 145,625 and Umtata (438,725 duplex). It is further extendable to
Cape Town via the WCRWG system. # These can also be linked as required.

PACKET NETWORK

ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node - Lady's Slipper 7.040 300bd, 144.625 1200bd, 434.875 9600bd,
433.800 1200bd APRS, Cape Linked Network listen-only for APRS.
ZS0NTP Packet Bulletin Board - Lady's Slipper Access via the node, or use "VIA ZS0NTP-7"
ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node - Governorskop 144.675, 438.275, 434.875
ZS0CDK-2 Packet Node - Cradock 144.675
ZS2ABZ-4 WMR918 Weather Station on APRS 144.625

BEACONS

2M Beacon (ZS2VHF CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 144.415

6M Beacon (ZS2SIX CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 50.005

See the PEARS web site at www.zs2pe.co.za for further details and network diagrams.
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